
WELCOME TO 
YEAR 1



Staff Team

We are always available at the start and end of school day if you would like to speak with us  

Owls: Mrs Presland 
Mrs Leggett (Mon & Tues)
Miss Clark (Wed, Thurs & Fri)
Mrs Sengupta 

Mrs Kay will teach the Owl Class 
on a Thursday afternoon. 

Pelicans: Mrs Seymour
Miss Fenton
Mrs Sengupta

Mrs Kay will teach the Pelican 
Class all day on a Friday. 



The Year 1 day

 Curriculum lessons 
 am – phonics, handwriting, English, maths (small focus groups for English and Maths)

 pm – reading, science, history / geography, religious education (RE), personal social health 

education (PSHE), physical education (PE), computing, music, art/DT

 Independent Learning time
 5 challenges per week 
 Linking to previous week’s learning 
 Phonics, writing, maths, investigation, art/DT

 Increase in whole-class teaching and work outcomes over the course of the year



Curriculum



Independent Learning

The Provision

 A learning environment – indoors and outdoors

 Opportunities to develop skills 

 Independent and resilient learners

 High engagement in areas that interest them

 Time to apply and consolidate what they have been taught

 Open ended resources to promote creativity, problem solving and critical thinking

 Adults there to support, scaffold and challenge

 Independent journals 



In Year 1 we promote…

 A calm and focused learning environment

 A positive mind set

 The confidence to ‘have a go’

 Always trying our best

 Behaviours for Learning: Perseverance, Cooperation, Reflectiveness & Resourcefulness 

 Changes from Reception: Stepping-stone towards more formal learning, through topic-based 

provision that consolidates and deepens understanding



Curriculum: Phonics

 Level 3 recap – digraphs, trigraphs

 Level 4 – clusters and blends

 Level 5 – alternate sounds and split digraphs 

 Phonics screening – parent meeting in the spring 

term

 Pack sent home with sound mats, tricky words 

and handwriting families



Curriculum: Reading

 Children receive a decodable 

phonics reading book from our 

 phonics scheme

 Children may also receive 

another book to practise fluency, 

enjoyment and reading skills 



Curriculum: Reading & Writing

Reading

 Build reading fluency

 Read for pleasure and develop a motivation 

to read

 Decode unfamiliar words using phonics 

knowledge

 Respond with the correct sound for all 40+ 

graphemes taught

 Read common exception words 

Writing

 Write sentences that include a capital letter, 
spaces and punctuation

 Write a sequence of sentences that form a 
narrative

 Spell words that include 40+ phonemes taught 
through phonics 

 Form lower case and capital letter correctly, 
knowing the letter families





Curriculum: Writing

 Develop phonics skills to support spelling

 Sentence structure 

 Use of conjunctions and adjectives

 Write at length

 Write for a range of purposes 



Maths

 Count forwards and backwards up to 100, starting at any number

 Identify and represent numbers in different ways

 Add and subtract 1- and 2-digit numbers to 20 and beyond

 Number bonds to 10 and 20

 Mathematical vocabulary linked to measure, simple fractions, 

shape, position 

 Develop number fluency and number sense

Number bonds to 10 using Numicon

Cherry model (regrouping)

Tens Frame



Wider Curriculum

 If you have a particular skill or area of expertise, do let teacher know as we always love visitors!

 Library books are borrowed on a Tuesday

 PE day is Thursday - please send children into school in PE kit . Increase to 2 PE lessons next term 

 We take part in whole school themed weeks and local visits throughout the year



End of year 
expectations



Curriculum: Behaviour

Emotional Literacy (Zones of Regulation) involves:
 Self-awareness.
 The ability to name emotions and feelings.
 Recognition of your own emotions and feelings.
 Knowing how to manage your emotions and feelings.

Therapeutic Thinking
 We analyse behaviour.
 We look for the root causes from feelings and experiences.
 We model therapeutic practices.
 We provide children with additional support in this area, alongside 
parents and carers.



E-Safety

 Children are taught how to stay safe on the internet through computing 

sessions

 E-safety newsletters are sent out termly and you can refer to the school 

website for further information and resources

 Please continue these messages at home and monitor what your child is 

accessing online

 Use Purple Mash during our computing lessons



E-safety



Home Learning



Snack / Lunch

 School lunches must be ordered in advance through the School Grid 
website. 

 If you think you may qualify for Free School Meals, please speak to the 
office.

 In Year 1 children are provided a choice of healthy snack at break time. We 
are a nut-free school, so please ensure the children’s packed lunch is safe to 
bring to school. 



Celebratory Treats in School

To help keep all children safe, healthy, and included, we 

kindly ask that birthday sweets, cakes, and other treats are 

not brought into school for sharing in classrooms. This policy 

helps to:

• Protect children's health and wellbeing

• Reduce the risk of severe allergic reactions

• Ensure fairness and inclusion for all pupils



Trips and Visits / Clubs

 We take part in whole-school themed weeks throughout the year such as, Number Day, Arts 

Week, Feeling Good Week, World Book Day and Science Week (many more!)

 Lunchtime and after school clubs have commenced 

 We will be planning a trip for Year 1 later in the year

 We also have some local visits throughout the year



Attendance



School Communications 

THE NOTICEBOARD 

• Sent weekly to all families via Arbor email.

• Can also be found on the website.
• Contains helpful information, dates for your 

dairy as well as photos of school events.

Teachers are available at either end of each day for brief 
messages. If you need to discuss something in more 
detail, please ask the office to organise a time with your 
child’s class teacher, via email 
(admin@tannerydrift .herts.sch.uk).

Ms Kerr, our Family Support Worker & Mental Health 
Lead is available to offer practical help and emotional 
support to families experiencing short or long-term 
difficulties (familysupport@tannerydrift .herts.sch.uk).

mailto:admin@tannerydrift.herts.sch.uk
mailto:familysupport@tannerydrift.herts.sch.uk


Friends of Tannery Drift
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