
This is just an overview. Every child progresses at their own pace.

Rhino Reader books match up with Levels 2–6 of 
Twinkl Phonics, with each level split into three 
‘sublevels’ –  a, b and c.

• Your child’s teacher will teach a set (or sets) of letter
sounds and tricky words in phonics lessons.

• A book (or recommended level) will be given to your
child to read that includes the recently taught
phonics.

• Your child will read several books at this level to
practise and consolidate their phonics learning. They
will also develop fluency and comprehension skills by
reading several books at the same level.

• Meanwhile, your child’s teacher will begin to
teach the next set (or sets) of letter sounds and tricky
words.

• When your child has secured their learning, they will
progress onto the next sublevel (as recommended by
the teacher).

Learning to Read with Rhino Readers
A Guide for Parents and Carers

This guide will help you understand more about how the scheme works, how to get the most out of reading 
with your child and how to help your child develop their reading skills.

Phonics and Decodable Books

‘Phonics’ is a way of teaching children to read. In daily phonics lessons, children are taught that letters 
correspond to sounds. Learning this ‘code’ enables children to identify each sound in a word before blending 
these together to read or write whole words. The more sounds that children know, the more words they will be 
able to ‘decode’. 

The Rhino Readers scheme ensures that children learn all the possible letter-sound combinations that they 
will need, and progresses in a methodical, step-by-step way so that children can quickly begin to read and 
write words by themselves.

Rhino Readers start with books containing just a few letter sounds and gradually become more complex. They 
are fully decodable books - this means that the books children are given should match the phonics that they 
have learned. With fully decodable books, children can use their phonics skills to tackle every word and there’s 
no need to rely on guesswork or clues from the pictures. This helps them quickly gain confidence and feel 
successful when they read. 

Children will also receive a non-decodable book to enjoy at home.

Working through the Rhino Readers Scheme

Twinkl 
Phonics 

Level

Rhino 
Readers 
books

Year Group 
(schools in 
England)

Age of 
Children

Level 2

2a

Reception 4-5 years2b

2c

Level 3

3a

Reception 4-5 years3b

3c

Level 4

4a

Reception 4-5 years4b

4c

Level 5

5a

Year 1 5-6 years5b

5c

Level 6

6a

Year 2 6-7 years6b

6c
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How Can I Help My Child with Their Reading?

Rhino Readers books have some great features to help you make reading with your child as smooth and easy 
as possible. Here’s how to get the most out of sharing a book with your child.

Practise blending the sounds 
together to read some of the words 
your child will come across in the 
book. The dots, dashes and smile 
lines will help them see the individual 
sounds making up each word.

Point to each sound card 
and ask your child what the 
sound is. If they’re not sure, 
there’s a clue in the picture 
and the word underneath.

Check that your child can 
recognise the tricky words. 
These are words that can’t 
be fully decoded yet so if 
your child needs help, read 
the whole word to them.

The Before Reading 
pages prepare 
children for reading.

Warm up with the Before Reading Pages

Make a Prediction

• Use the front and back cover to talk about what
the book might be about. The text on the back
cover –  called the ‘blurb’ – helps introduce the
book to the reader.

• If your child isn’t familiar with the subject or
setting, this might also be a good point to explain
a bit more about it to them.

• Don’t give away too much, though – it’s fun for
children to learn about something for themselves!

As some levels last a lot longer than others, your child may stay on some sublevels for a while. Different 
children will be ready to move up at different points, too. If you think your child is finding the books too 
easy or too challenging, please speak to your child’s teacher.
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Consolidate Learning with the After Reading Pages

The After Reading 
pages support with 
understanding and 
comprehension.

Inference questions 
ask children to think 
‘beyond the text’.

Rhino Challenges 
help make the story 
memorable and 
link it to the child’s 
own experiences.

Recall questions ask 
children to remember 
and restate something  
they read.

Sequencing questions help 
children to think about the 
order of the whole story.

Build Fluency with Rereading

When your child first tackles a book with phonics that 
they have recently learned, their main focus will likely 
be on decoding the words and getting the blending 
right. However, if they reread the book they’ll be much 
more familiar with the sounds and will be able to 
concentrate more on fluency and comprehension. 
That’s why reading a book more than once can be 
really helpful. 

You’ll likely find that as they read more books from a 
sublevel their fluency will improve but once they move 
up to the next sublevel, the process of getting the 
phonics correct and becoming fluent needs to start 
again. This is a very normal part of becoming a fluent 
reader. If you’re worried about your child’s fluency or 
their understanding of what they read, speak to their 
class teacher.

Talk about the Book as You Go

It’s important that children get the chance to think and talk about what they read, as they read it. 
Try to pause for a quick discussion every couple of pages or so.

You could ask them to:

• answer a question;

• give an opinion;

• explain what they have found out;

• try rereading a section so it’s smoother and more fluent;

• explain what a word means.

This kind of ‘talking around the book’ helps children make sense of what they’ve read so they don’t 
fall into the trap of reading fluently but without good comprehension.
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• drawing their attention to print and text around
them in the environment, like notices and signs, to
show them that reading is a part of everyday life;

• letting them see you read to show them that it’s a
valuable and fun activity;

• reading books to them that they can’t yet read
themselves – many children will be able to follow
and understand stories that are too hard for them
to read yet;

• visiting a library;

• leaving books around and visible, rather than tidy
and tucked away;

• playing first sound games (like I Spy, using the
sound rather than the letter name) and other
word games;

• listening to audiobooks – many of the
Rhino Readers and Twinkl Originals can be
accessed this way;

• reading on devices – this can be a nice change
from reading printed books.

Remember – keep activities short and fun and keep modelling that you love reading, too!

Is There Anything Else I Can Do to Help?

Yes! You could try:

Learning to Read with Rhino Readers A Guide for Parents and Carers

Learning to Read with Rhino Readers

Page 4 of 4

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reading-scheme
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reading-scheme
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reading-scheme



