
How to use our Reading for Pleasure Book Collections
At Tannery Drift, we LOVE reading - funny books, picture books, facts books, books that make your heart beat faster and 
all sorts of books! We hope to foster a love of reading in all children at our school and encourage you to enjoy spending 
time sharing books with your child at home. 

There is no right or wrong way to read for pleasure at home. These are suggested books that you may enjoy sharing with 
your child to develop their love of books. There are many different ways of sharing books together, you can:

You may want to use books from a different year group’s collection - books from a younger year group can improve 
reading confidence and independence whilst books from an older year group can be shared together to help challenge 
your child. When developing a love of reading, the most important thing is to find books that your child loves - whether 
they are wordless books, easy books, fiction or non-fiction or something else entirely!

Read aloud to your child Listen to your child read Take turns reading sections of 
the book

Let your child read 
independently

Simply enjoy looking at the 
illustrations

Perform the book to siblings, 
family members and friends

Talk about the book, 
characters and make 
predictions

Re-read old favourites again 
and again

Read a book that you wouldn’t 
normally pick up



Year 1 Fiction



Year 1 Non-Fiction



Year 1 Poetry



Year 1 Fiction
Captain Flinn and the Pirate 
Dinosaurs by Giles Andreae

Flinn is at school looking in the art cupboard for some coloured pens 
to finish off his dinosaur drawing when he stumbles upon Captain 
Stubble, a real live Pirate Captain! He tells Flinn that his ship has 
been stolen and that he needs to rescue it. Stubble makes Flinn the 
captain but, to their horror, they realise the ship has been stolen by 
PIRATE DINOSAURS!

Beegu by Alexis Deacon She is lost. She is a friendly little creature, but the Earth People 
don't seem very welcoming at all. However, so far she has only met 
the BIG ones. The little ones are a different matter . . .

A River by Marc Martin There is a river outside my window. Where will it take me?
So begins an imaginary journey from the city to the sea. From 
factories to farmlands, freeways to forest, each new landscape is 
explored through stunning illustrations and poetic text from this 
award-winning picture-book creator.



Year 1 Fiction
Dr Xargle’s 
Book of 
Earthlets by 
Jeanne Willis

In this way Dr Xargle, our friendly alien teacher, begins to teach his class about 
humans and babies. This is a hysterically funny book, with a particularly wry look 
at the way we bring up babies: look out for the 'egg-mangle' - will you ever want to 
eat egg again?

Look Up! By 
Nathan Bryon

Meet hilarious, science-mad chatterbox, Rocket - she's going to be the greatest 
astronaut, star-catcher, space-traveller that has ever lived! But... can she convince 
her big brother to stop looking down at his phone and start LOOKING UP at the 
stars?

This Book Can 
Read Your 
Mind by 
Susannah 
Lloyd

This hilarious interactive book plays on the idea that when you’re told NOT to 
think of something, somehow it is all you can think about. The book begins with a 
scientist switching on an incredible new invention – a mind-reading machine! He 
points out a dial that carefully monitors for any dangerous levels of silliness. What 
if the scientist tells you not to think of pink elephants on unicycles playing the 
tuba? Or wearing silly underpants?! Or something even sillier than that…?! 



Year 1 Fiction
The Girl and the 
Dinosaur by Hollie 
Hughes

In a town by the seaside, Marianne is often seen foraging on the beach. But 
she isn't playing with children her own age. Instead Marianne is alone, and 
digging for dinosaur bones to build a special sort of companion. Then, one 
night, she goes to sleep wishing with all her heart that her dinosaur might 
come to life . .

The Book With No 
Pictures by B.J. 
Novak

You might think a book with no pictures would be boring and serious.
Except . . . here's how this book works: Everything written on the page has to 
be said by the person reading it aloud. Even if the words say BLORK. Or 
BLUURF. And even if they have to say things like BLAGGITY BLAGGITY and 
MY HEAD IS MADE OF BLUEBERRY PIZZA! That's the rule. That's the deal.

The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch by 
Ronda Armitage

Mr Grinling LOVES his food, especially the scrumptious lunch Mrs Grinling 
sends him every day. But - oh no! - he's not the only one who likes a snack 
and the local seagulls have started stealing Mrs Grinling's tasty treats...! Can 
Mr and Mrs Grinling come up with a cunning plan to keep those pesky 
seagulls away?



Year 1 Fiction
Splash Day by 
Nick Sharratt

Splish, splosh, splash! It's Splash Day and everyone is ready for a water fight! 
They've got their trunks and wetsuits, some wellies and rubber rings, and Mrs 
Rose even has a great big hose! Join in with all the splashing fun bursting with 
lots of rhyme, rhythm and energy for little ones to enjoy, it's the perfect book 
for a young reader's first steps on the path to reading independence.

The Hat Full of 
Secrets by Karl 
Newson 

Henry’s got a secret … a big one! And he doesn’t know what to do with it. 
Grandpa suggests he should keep it under his hat  – and he’s got just the hat 
for the job. But when Henry puts it on he discovers that Grandpa has some 
secrets of his own!

Lights on Cotton 
Rock by David 
Litchfield

Heather is a little girl who wants to go to Outer Space, where the stars sparkle 
with magic and wonder. When a spaceship lands at Cotton Rock, it seems that 
all of her dreams have come true. But soon the alien has to leave. Will the 
spaceship ever come back? And if it does, is Heather ready to leave 
everything on Earth behind?



Year 1 Fiction
There’s a Tiger in 
the Garden by 
Lizzy Stewart

When Grandma says she’s seen a tiger in the garden, Nora doesn’t believe 
her. Everyone knows that tigers live in jungles, not gardens. So even when 
Nora sees butterflies with wings as big as her arm, and plants that try and eat 
her toy giraffe, and a polar bear that likes fishing, she knows there’s 
DEFINITELY no way there could be a tiger in the garden…could there?

Gustavo the Shy 
Ghost by Flavia Z. 
Drago

Gustavo is a ghost. He is good at doing all sorts of paranormal things, like 
walking through walls, making objects fly and glowing in the dark. And he 
loves playing beautiful music on his violin. But Gustavo also has a problem. 
He is SHY. Which means some things are harder for him to do but Gustavo 
wants to make a friend. So, plucking up all his courage, he sends a very 
special letter: “Dear Monsters, I would like to invite you to my violin concert at 
the Day of the Dead party…”

Sona Sharma, the 
Very Best Big 
Sister by Chitra 
Soundar

Sona Sharma's house is full of people who joke often and argue sometimes. 
Then one day Amma tells Sona she is going to have a baby. Is that good? 
Sona isn't sure. When Sona learns that there will be a baby naming ceremony, 
she is determined to find the perfect name for her new brother or sister. 
Although she realizes that her life is about to change, Sona Sharma wants to 
be the very best big sister she can be.



Year 1 Fiction
My Dad is a 
Grizzly Bear by 
Swapna Haddow 

Shhh. Beware. My dad is a grizzly bear. In this family, it's just possible that 
Dad is a grizzly bear . . . He has fuzzy fur, enormous paws and loves the 
outdoors. He sleeps a lot even in the cinema and when he's awake, he's 
always hungry, usually eating up all the honey. What else could Dad be? But 
sometimes, when it's scary at night, a lovely big bear hug is just what is 
needed.

The Fox and the 
Star by Coralie 
Bickford-Smith

Once there was a Fox who lived in a deep, dense forest. For as long as Fox 
could remember, his only friend had been Star, who lit the forest paths each 
night. But then one night Star was not there, and Fox had to face the forest all 
alone.

The Dark by 
Lemony Snickett

Laszlo is afraid of the dark. The dark lives in the same house as Laszlo but 
mostly it spends its time in the basement. It doesn't visit Laszlo in his room. 
Until one night it does . . . Join Lazlo on his journey to meet the dark, and find 
out why it will never bother him again.



Year 1 Fiction
Billy and the 
Mini-Monsters: 
Monsters in the 
Dark by Zanna 
Davidson

Billy's scared of the dark, so he's trying hard to stay awake ALL night. But then 
he hears a squeaky little voice and notices some tiny purple footprints. Not 
only that, SOMETHING has ATTACKED his cheese sandwich. What could it 
be? Does Billy dare find out?

Anna Hibiscus by 
Atinuke

A collection of four linked stories of family life set in modern west Africa. Anna 
Hibiscus lives in amazing Africa with her mother, her father, her baby twin 
brothers, and lots and lots of her family. Join her as she splashes in the sea, 
prepares for a party, sells oranges, and hopes to see sweet, sweet snow!

Ada Twist, 
Scientist by 
Andrea Beaty

Ada Twist’s head is full of questions. Like her classmates Iggy and 
Rosie―stars of their own New York Times bestselling picture books Iggy 
Peck, Architect and Rosie Revere, Engineer―Ada has always been endlessly 
curious. Even when her fact-finding missions and elaborate scientific 
experiments don’t go as planned, Ada learns the value of thinking her way 
through problems and continuing to stay curious.



Year 1 Fiction
You’re Called 
What? By Kes 
Gray

Welcome to the Ministry of Silly Animal Names where all the creatures have 
one thing in common: they want to change their names. A unique and 
rip-roaringly funny, tongue-twisting story full of weird and wonderful real 
creatures and facts at the end that will amaze.



Year 1 Non-Fiction
All Through the 
Night by Polly 
Faber

Explore the jobs that keep a city running all through the night, and make it 
ready for the new day. In a big city, a little girl is eating her dinner, brushing her 
teeth and getting ready for bed. Meanwhile, her mother is putting on her coat 
and getting ready to go to work. As the night goes on, follow nurses, cleaners, 
delivery workers, doctors, police officers, journalists and many more. Meet the 
people doing the important jobs that help keep the city running all through the 
night, ready for the next day to come.

She Heard the 
Birds by Andrea 
D’Aquino

Meet Florence Merriam Bailey, a pioneering birder and activist who changed 
the way we study birds forever, as told through the evocative collage style of 
artist Andrea D'Aquino. As a young girl, Florence Merriam Bailey fell in love 
with the outdoors, especially birds whose songs and flight captivated her. She 
listened, waited, and watched to better understand her feathered friends. Her 
work ultimately led to better protection for birds and to the scientific study of 
birds in nature instead of in a lab.

Lesser Spotted 
Animals by Martin 
Brown

Bison are banned and tigers are taboo! Say goodbye to the gnu, cheerio to the 
cheetah and poo poo to the panda. The world of Lesser Spotted Animals 
starts HERE! Discover the brilliant beasts you never knew you needed to 
know anything about - from the numbat to the zorilla and everything in 
between.



Year 1 Non-Fiction
Curious 
Creatures: 
Glowing in the 
Dark by Zoë 
Armstrong

In Earth’s nooks and crannies and under the sea there are curious creatures 
that glow in the dark…we share our planet with amazing animals, such as 
bioluminescent fireflies and anglerfish, fluorescent frogs and flying squirrels, 
which shine and sparkle and glitter with light. Learn how and why they glow 
and discover that you have more in common with these dazzling creatures 
than you might expect. 

This is How We 
Do It by Matt 
Lamothe

In Japan, Kei plays Freeze Tag, while in Uganda, Daphine likes to jump rope. 
While the way they play may differ, the shared rhythm of their days―and this 
one world we all share―unites them. This genuine exchange provides a 
window into traditions that may be different from our own as well as mirrors 
reflecting our common experiences.

What’s so Special 
about 
Tyrannosaurus 
Rex? By Nicky 
Dee

Find out how Tyrannosaurus rex earned the title 'King of the Dinosaurs'. 
Discover how fast Tyrannosaurus rex could move with the Speed-o-Meter, 
how terrifying it was on the Scary Scale and munch, munch more! On top of all 
of that, at the back of the book you'll find 'The Best Bits!' which pulls together 
all of the key knowledge you'll need to convince your friends, parents and 
teachers that you're a bone-a-fide dinosaur expert!



Year 1 Non-Fiction
Around the World 
in 80 Ways by DK 
and Katy Halford

Travel around the world by yacht, tram, train, unicycle, jetpack, camel... any 
way you can imagine.See how astronauts travel around space, watch surfers 
ride the waves at the beach, and race to an emergency with the firefighters. 
How would you choose to travel? Donkey, pedalo, moon buggy? From the 
small to the big, the familiar to obscure, take your pick from the amazing 80 
shown in Around the Way in 80 Ways!

The Once Upon a 
Time Map Book 
by B G Hennessy

Imagine a trip through the unique geographical features of Peter Pan's 
Neverland, Dorothy's Land of Oz, and Snow White's Enchanted Forest. You'll 
have expert guides and clear, simple directions. On each map, a compass, 
quadrants with letters and numbers, and a key with local routes will help you 
find your way.

If: A Mind-bending 
Way of Looking at 
Big Numbers by 
David J Smith

'If the Sun were the size of a grapefruit, Earth would be the size of a grain of 
salt. Even the largest planet, Jupiter, would be only as big as a large pea.' 
Some things are so big or so old that it's hard to wrap your mind around them. 
In If, we look at these hard-to-imagine objects and events and compare them 
to things we can instantly see, feel and touch. It is wonderful new way of 
seeing the world and is a fascinating way of understanding numbers and big 
ideas.



Year 1 Poetry
Thinker: My Puppy 
Poet and Me by 
Eloise Greenfield

Seven-year-old Jace and his puppy Thinker are poets, putting everything they 
do into verse, from going to the park and philosophising to playing ball. One 
day they’ll have the whole world figured out. For now, though, Thinker has to 
keep quiet in public, and he can’t go to school with Jace – he might recite a 
poem, and then Jace’s friends will say he’s weird. But when Pets’ Day comes, 
and Thinker is allowed into the classroom at last, he finds it harder than he 
expected to keep his rhyming skills a secret.

Chocolate Cake 
by Michael Rosen

When I was a boy, I had a favourite treat. It was when my mum made . . . 
CHOCOLATE CAKE! Ohhh! I LOVED chocolate cake. Fantastically funny and 
full of silly noises, this is Michael Rosen's love letter to every child's favourite 
treat, chocolate cake.

Poems Out Loud! 
First Poems to 
Read and Perform 
by Ladybird

From rockets to mermaids and everything in between, there's something for 
everyone in this diverse and contemporary collection. Featuring 
award-winning poets, brand new voices, hip-hop artists and spoken-word 
performers, this is a wonderfully fresh, diverse and relevant new anthology 
that will get children laughing, thinking, sharing and performing!


