
 
English Standards 

 

 

Year 3 Writing 
Working at the expected standard (EXS) 

The pupil can: 
•  write for a range of real purposes and audiences, beginning to develop an awareness of 

appropriate language and form (e.g. letter; report writing) 
•  create settings, characters and plot in narrative 
•  use speech punctuation correctly when following modelled writing 
•  use some conjunctions (e.g. and, because, when, even though), adverbs (e.g. often, 

quickly, very), and prepositions (e.g. next to, underneath, with) for cohesion and to add 
detail 

•  use past and present tense mostly correctly (e.g. ran, wander) and begin to use other verb 
forms (e.g. will go, have eaten) 

•  use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y3 mostly correctly (e.g. 
apostrophes for possession, commas in lists) 

•  spell correctly words from learning in previous year groups, and some words from the year 
3 / year 4 spelling list, using phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling such as 
morphology, to spell words as accurately as possible 

•  spell most common exception words 
•  increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting (e.g. by ensuring that 

downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant) 
•  join letters with diagonal and horizontal strokes where appropriate. 

 
Year 3 Reading 

Working at the expected standard (EXS) 

The pupil can: 
• read accurately many polysyllabic and multi-morphemic words and further exception 

words 
 

In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can: 
• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently 

to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than on decoding individual words 
• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding 
• read many words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the 

word’s pronunciation. 
• check that the text makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading at the point of 

difficulty 
• make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis of what has been read 

so far 
• summarise main ideas from what has been read 
• retrieve information from non-fiction 
• draw inferences and begin to justify their opinions through discussions 

 


